
 

 

Crash in ST. INGBERT 
 
At 17.00 PM the Halifax LW242 with the registration VR-N of 419 lifted off from the base 
in St. George, Middleton, England. Pilot Samuel Clarke and his men arrived without 
problems into the airspace over Stuttgart, released their bombs and turned back 
toward home. Together with a small portion of the formation, 15 bombers, they reached 
Saarbrücken by 21.15 PM. There their craft immediately came under fire with flak from 
an 88mm cannon, part of an anti-aircraft battery stationed at Winterberg. Clarke’s 
aircraft was hit, and immediately tipped to its side and went in frantic swoop down 
towards St. Ingbert. North of St. Ingbert it "rained down" aircraft parts onto the fields and 
gardens of the city below and its surroundings. 
 
The main compartment of the aircraft slammed into a farmer’s field in the settlement 
"Gütterwieschen" on the Upper Risch Bach Street, opposite the property with the 
current house address of number 90. The impact was heard throughout the city. The 
double rudder also fell down in a heap of slag. Parts of the aircraft landed in the "Six 
Oaks" forest near Hubertus Bay. Some parts from the engine bounced onto the grounds 
of the Jahn-Gymnasium in Sulzbach, and a wing portion landed near Neuweiler. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

THE ATTACK 
 

In the night of 26 to 27 November 1943, the British air force focused on Berlin and sent 

450 heavy bombers in the operation against the capital. The attack had a devastating 

effect, 700 - 800 people lost their lives in the bombing through this "success" that night, 

although the attack on Stuttgart with 188 bombers at that location,was only intended to 

be a diversionary tactic. Although the damage in Stuttgart itself was limited, this 

battalion of bombers fully fulfilled its purpose, as part of the German night fighter units 

were tied up repelling this attack. The losses suffered in this distraction formation were 

relatively low with 6 Halifax-type aircraft shot down. The machines that crashed in our 

area are summed up in the attached table below.  

 

 

"The end of the fuselage was lying on the field. On the open side you could get a good 

look at the FT-equipment and its make. It was a large apparatus with two headphones 

and a number of wires hung down and the deceased radio operator was wedged up 

next to the device. His head lay heavily on the ground, while his legs projected out into 



 

 

the fuselage. We covered his body with a parachute. Further back approximately 1.50 
M was the tail gun controls. The wheel was thick rubber, heavily covered in frost. After 
this came the cockpit.  No more glass remained intact from the windscreen. The 
machine gun operator was completely bent over, and beside him lay strewn all the 
boxes of shells. 
 
“The machine gun turret was completely destroyed. The right side of the bomber was 
completely torn apart. On the left side you could still recognize some details. While I 
was there, we took out a few things out from the bomber. First, a large leather bag, 
which apparently held bandages. Then a briefcase with edibles, a large pair of gloves, 
a hat and an aviator logbook.” 
 
“In front of the bomber in the heap of rubble lay four cases of incendiary bombs and a 
large quantity of ammunition. Further up lay the five bodies of the crew members, who 
were scattered all about the field. They wore yellow flier suits, which were attached to 
parachutes. In addition, each wore a life jacket.  
 
"I went at once with several Policemen and Firemen to the the crash site. We first found 
in the middle of the Rischbachstollen lay a portion of the enemy bomber in which two 
crew members lay dead. Access to this area was cordoned off immediately. Now with 
the help of those who arrived from the Volsgenossen neighborhood, the surrounding 
terrain was searched for the remaining aircraft parts and for airmen who might still be 
living, and in this search, several parts of the aircraft including 5 dead enemy flyers 
were discovered. A pipe knocked off of aircraft parts was laying on the ground in flame, 
and it was extinguished. Following this, all the controls of the craft were switched off. 
Then I went immediately back to Befehisstelle Worldvide to the telephone to relay the 
message about the crash of the enemy bomber to the military and civilian agencies 
eligible for such sensitive information. I called in another Policeman and Fireman to 
cordon off the individual sites, then I went back to the main crash area. Meanwhile, 2 
trains of soldiers had arrived from Saarbrucken and they took over responsibility for 
maintaining the entire barrier. " 
 
Their feet were in black felt boots, which could be opened with a front zipper. On their 
hands they wore heavy gloves reaching to the elbow. As headgear they wore a kind of 
lambskin cap. One crew member whose head was exposed, revealed a strong trail of 
blood that led from his mouth to the left ear. All of the bodies were covered with huge 
parachutes which were made of silk and had a fine black border.  The four engines were 
scattered about the area. A propeller was lying in a pool of rain. The propellers wings 
were constructed of wood, with a black-painted, finish. The wing was completely 
traversed by ribs and spars, and painted with numerals. On the wings, headlights were 
built in, also defrosters for the navigation lights were installed. All of these parts showed 
the impact of flak and bullets. 
 

The aircraft appeared to be veteran of a few battles, showing patches on the wings. 
The whole plane was constructed of light metal, with some plywood parts. The 



 

 

camouflage of the bomber was brownish-green in tone. The colour below the aircraft 

was restricted to black (night bomber) It seemed that aboard the bomber was also a 

compartment for a war correspondent to sit in the back, because drawn out from the 

rubble was a large movie camera.  

Günter Meiser also passed by the area of the wreckage and has taken away the double 

tail for inspection: “The large control flaps were coated with thick canvas. The entire 

rudder was crisscrossed with ribs, which ran through the hoists. On the huge wedge-

shaped end plates of the tail, distinctive marks were painted. The width of the red as 

well as blue stripe was about 50 cm, which is white 10 cm.” 

According to the opportunity which availed itself, a unique series of informative pictures 

were catalogued (including photos of the dead) presumably by the Flak Military 

regiment, and distributed to members of the LAP Flak. On several occasions, these 

images have recently resurfaced in old albums. None of the current owners knew who 

they were or where they were actually taken. Using the recognizable squadron flag VR 

(for the 419th squadron of the RAF), and recognizable terrain to compare and the fact 

that Irmgard leg Berger born King had located her parents' house in a film recording, it 

is possible to make an educated guess.  

None of the 7 young men survived the crash. The corpses were transferred to the 

municipal morgue in St. Ingbert and clearly identified there with the help of the local 

officials. There were not only the clothes, but also French and Dutch bank notes, coins, 

letters, photos, maps and whistles which have been removed. The mood at that time 

was much more hostile than it had been a few months earlier, not the least because of 

Goebbels' propaganda. A funeral with military honors, as was still in practice for the 



 

 

crashes in Rentrisch and Jägersburg, was unthinkable. So wrote St. Ingbert Scheider 

Master in his diary: 

“The dead were buried in the local cemetery. Since they were volunteers from Canada 

who had enlisted as mercenaries, they were not allowed to be buried in the memorial 

cemetery, and the traditional military honours and clergy were denied. The dead rest 

today at the British military cemetery Rheinberg in a Nationally sponsored grave.” 


